Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.054; wR factor = 0.128; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.1.
In the title compound, C 26 H 28 O 8 , the central aromatic ring forms dihedral angles of 24.32 (11) and 80.19 (7) with the two adjoining vanillyl alcohol rings. In the crystal, O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds connect the molecules, forming a hydrogenbonded sheet-like motif extended in the ab plane.
Related literature
For the synthesis of and background to adjoined vanillyl alcohols, see: Mough et al. (2004) ; Mough & Holman (2008) . For background to cryptophanes, see : Brotin & Dutasta (2009) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) x À 1; y þ 1; z; (ii) x; y À 1; z.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2001 ); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) , PLATON (Spek, 2009 ) and X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) (Brotin & Dutasta, 2009) . Our group has used the title compound as a precursor for the synthesis of a m-xylyl bridged cryptophane (Mough et al., 2004 ) that displays uncommon conformational behavior and whose carboxylic acid derivative has been used as a ligand for the synthesis of coordination polymers possessing container-like components (Mough et al., 2008) . Fig. 2 ). The molecules are thus connected into a hydrogen bonded polymeric sheet that resides in the ab plane.
The compound was prepared following the method of Mough et al. (2004) .
Refinement
All the C-H and O-H, H-atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with: d(C-H) = 0.95Å and 0.99 Å, U iso = 1.2U eq (C) for aromatic and methylene C atoms, d(C-H)=0.98Å U iso = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl, d(C-H)=0.84Å U iso = 1.2U eq (O) for Hydroxyl. Figures   Fig. 1 . A thermal ellisoid plot of I, at 50% probability.
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